
To: Players worried about moving up or moving down at the end of this season. 
  
For clarification, the National Rating Tennis Program (NRTP) levels refer to the team level that 
you are playing on 2.0, 3.0. etc. 
 
If your current Tencap rating is within a different level (for instance, a 3.0 who has a Tencap 
rating of a 3.5 or a 3.0 who has a Tencap rating of a 2.5), then for the remaining 2016-17 
season you will most likely be playing against opponents who have ratings that are the same 
or close to your rating.  This is because captains are charged with creating fair matches by 
pairing opponents within 6 points of each other when possible.   
 
The League currently has a wider disparity of ratings within teams because in past years we 
did not make all the necessary moves.  
 
I talked to a gentleman (on a 3.0 team) the other day who didn't want to move to a higher 
level.  I pointed out to him that he had played many matches and earned his rating that falls 
into a higher NTRP level.  His opponents on those match days also had ratings at the higher 
level.  Playing against opponents with ratings that also are in the 3.5 range won't change when 
you actually move to 3.5.  Currently this gentleman is playing with a 3.5 rating and playing 
against players with 3.5 ratings, but he is listed on a 3.0 team.  That doesn't make much 
sense, especially if your team mates are playing at a 3.0 level.  It makes it extremely difficult 
for a captain to provide fair and balanced matches with such a wide range of ratings.   
 
A different example is if you are on a 3.0 team, but you and your partner have ratings 
consistent with the 2.5 level.  You will most likely be playing against other players with 2.5 level 
ratings for the last half of this season.  Moving to 2.5 at the end of the season won't change the 
level of tennis you experience next year because your opponents will still be in the 2.5 range, 
just on 2.5 teams.  The only difference is that you will be surrounded by team members closer 
to your ability.  When a player says they don't want to move a level because of friends, keep in 
mind that if you and your friends are close in ability, they will most likely be moving to a new 
level. 
 
Not moving down to your correct level at the end of this season would mean that you would be 
forced to play against players with much lower ratings.  That will put you in the unfortunate 
position of losing often, by larger amounts, and possibly being the team mate that no one 
wants to play with.  The reverse holds true for those who are worried about moving to a higher 
NTRP level.  There won't be players at your old level with the skills needed to make a 
competitive match against you because they will have moved to the higher level. 
 
Remember, the objective of Tencap is to create fair, competitive matches among similarly 
skilled players.  If you have questions, please don't stew about it, get together with your 
Captain, or your club Tencap Co-ordinator and get some answers. 
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